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Gallyamova, Z.V. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POWER DIVISION PRINCIPLE 

IN THE STRUCTURE OF TOWN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

(on the materials of Vyatka town of the second half of the 19th century- 

beginning of the 20th century) 

Elabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University, Russia 

 

The article deals with the questions of implementation of one of the mains of the 

town reforms of the second half of the 19th century – the power division principle. 

The dynamics of interaction between the administrative and executive power in the 

structure of the town local government is disclosed here. The key words: “duma”, 

“town council”, “town regulations of 1870”, “town regulations of 1892”, 

“counterreform”. 

The bourgeois character of transformations of the 2nd half of the 19th century 

made alterations in the quality of town local government, introducing the principle of  

division between administrative and executive power. 

Being conferred administrative duties the duma possessed rather wide powers to 

govern the town council and was to fulfill a coordinative role in its activities. 

Nevertheless, over the whole term of effect of the Town Regulations of 1870 the facts 

proving the duma’s control over the town council have not been observed. 

The fact that one and the same person held the post of the chairman of the duma 

and  that of the town council lead to merging functions in the structure of the town 

local government in the 2nd half of the 19th century: both administrative and executive 

power are in the hands of the town council, the characteristic features of this being 

either neglect or delay in execution of the duma orders, absence of the town council’s  

accountability to the duma and considerable misappropriations in the municipal 

economy. The majority of members of the town duma being indifferent to exercising 

control made the situation even worse. 
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The 1892 counter reform proposed amendments to the town council work. 

Firstly, the administrative approval which was previously obligatory only for the 

town mayor and town councilors substituting for the post now has been extended for 

the whole body of the town council (Z.S. 451). 

Secondly, if previously the duma had decided on the number of the councilors, 

now it was the law that regulated it. The third, and perhaps the most significant point 

in the legislation was that the town heads and their mates as well as town councilors 

were made equal in rank to state officials (Z. Ibis). 

The fourth, according to the previous regulations town councilors bore 

responsibility for the Trial and not otherwise, meanwhile the new Town Regulations 

excluded the article endowing the executive body with control over the administrative 

body (article 80 of the Town Regulations said that if the town council votes by the 

majority the duma decision as “contradicting the law” and the duma and the town 

council do not come to an agreement on the point, then the council is to transfer the 

case to the governor’s consideration) (6. S. 17). 

Thus, the legislation imparted a status of administrative institution to the public 

government body. It seemed to have fulfilled the function that was absolutely 

incompatible with the notion of town self-government. It was particularly this point 

that the soviet historiography assesses as apotheosis of government reaction in the 

law of 1892. The legislation put even greater restrictions on the duma administrative 

powers over the town council in 1892 imparting the status of a state institution to the 

executive body. Both by the form and the contents the system of the town local self-

government was to come to the specifications of a state structure. 

Meanwhile, the end of the 19th – the beginning of the 20th centuries see 

considerable changes in the duma-town council interaction. Political and public 

activities increase becomes a typical phenomenon in the local self-government 

development. Under these circumstances members of the town duma show more 

initiative in considering questions of town life, a consequence of it is the town 

council’s accountability to the duma. At the same time one more contradiction laid in 
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the legislation basis of town government is observed and that is conferring the duma   

nominal control power over the town council. 

The duma aiming at calling the town council to be responsible to it  lead to 

growing  antagonism between the administrative and executive bodies of the local 

self-government. The duma was not capable to exercise control over the town 

council. Under the circumstances, at the beginning of the 20th century the duma 

undertakes numerous attempts to involve both state and local government bodies in 

solving the question of the town council’s accountability to the duma. Nevertheless 

all these attempts are doomed to failure. 

Evidently, the reason of it was that the state was not interested in either the 

duma control function being self-sufficient or in the local self-government division, 

in which public elements were to perform a most insignificant role. The nominal 

character of the duma power over the town council put on the legislative basis was to 

include the hidden mechanisms of administrative surveillance of the town local self-

government, providing the leading position to governor’s power in its structure. 

In Russian historiography the administration surveiling self-government 

activities was looked upon as one of the negative phenomena in the latter 

development. 

 In practice, local administration control over public representatives was limited 

to electoral activities. As a result, the towns turned to be in the power of the town 

council – a small group of officials numbering not more than four. Under the 

circumstances the administrative body’s non-interference produced a negative effect 

on the town economy. 

In spite of all this, due to an increase in the political and public activities at the 

borderline of the centuries there was bound to be an increase in the duma 

administrative functions as well. Abandoning attempts to make the town council bear 

responsibility to it through legislation, the duma chooses direct participation in all the 

spheres of the town economy. In other words, the administrative body partially fulfils 

the functions of the executive body. Thus, in the municipal structure a new form of 

power shift appears, when the antagonism of the self-government bodies is 
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substituted for merging of their functions at the beginning of the 20th century. An 

evidence to it was bureaucratization of the whole system of self-government which 

was proved by the councilors’ participation in record-keeping of the town economy 

as well as involvement of administration in smoothing contradictions between the 

duma and the town council. The dubiousness of the situation – the democratic 

elements in the public government becoming stronger on the one hand, and, on the 

other, administration on the same basis – was a natural consequence of the town 

infrastructure that on the municipal basis was becoming more complicated. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDUSTRIAL CITY:  

ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS 

Yelabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University, Russia 

 

Backing its arguments by the development of managing facilities in Kazan, the 

report touches upon the ecological problems of an industrial city and grounds the 
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necessity of all-round research that would include ecological, social and economic 

views as the main exponents of a successfully developing city.  

Key words: industrial city, ecological problems, industrialization, sanitary 

conditions, waste water, green belt.     

Apart from social and economic issues, rapid industrial growth and the 

development of cities always bring forward numerous environmental problems.  

Thus, the USSR policy of industrialization in the twenties and thirties of the previous 

century resulted in creation of large industrial centres, as well as revealed a heavy 

ecological backlash for the cities and their vicinities. The universal modernization of 

industry that followed in later years showed that the strategy of social and economic 

progress should be worked out with due consideration of ecological outcomes.   

One of the most important problems of the developing Kazan was the shortage 

of fresh pure water. Unrestricted use of water for industrial needs, waste-water 

discharges and non-systemic purification of natural reservoirs resulted in their 

shallowing, swamping and pollution. The situation was worsened by the absence of 

alternative water sources for every-day use and by the poor shape of the municipal 

sewerage and water-supply systems, which had been worn out due to a long 

continued use.   

Thus, the lake Kaban and the Kazanka river (the main water reservoirs of the 

city) were noted for high concentration of acids and alkalis. The pollution of these 

water reservoirs had resulted from deficiently organized system of sewage facilities 

on a number of enterprises. Lacking grease skimmers and mud traps These 

enterprises discharged waste water into the city sewerage or directly into the water-

bodies [2]. With chlorination of waste water done, the industrial enterprises failed to 

clean it of suspended particulate matter by mechanical treatment, thus,  lowing the 

quality of water in natural reservoirs [1].       

For all the projects on purification of near-Kasan water-bodies the lake waters 

were renewed only in spring during the seasonal flooding of the Volga and the 

Kazanka. The projecting of new industrial and municipal objects did not take into 

account the sanitary control instructions and the city demands in healthy water supply 



Modern scientific research and their practical application.                                                                       VolJ21203 

9 
Downloaded from SWorld. Terms of Use  http://www.sworld.com.ua/index.php/ru/e-journal/about-journal/terms-of-use 

which was impossible with heavy interference of industrial discharges [3]. The 

increasing demand for industrial and household uptake of water sharpened the 

problems in question and made the issue of water reservoirs purification one of the 

most important.  

The industrial emissions had a negative impact not only on water reservoirs, but 

on the near-by soil masses as well.  Many of the enterprises discharged run-off water 

by overt release in which case it filled the ditches leading to the Kazanka, or spread 

over the streets ending up into the city water pipe. To protect the city from insanitary 

conditions the municipal sanitary service imposed liabilities on Kinoplenka  (film 

footage plant) to lay a pipe line up to the river and induced Myasokombinat  (meat 

processing plant) to connect to the city sewerage. Meanwhile the worn out  water 

supply system and  ill conditioned sewerage often went out of order and polluted 

water reservoirs.  

Rapid development of industry, growth of population and the subsequent 

rearrangement of city structures brought forward numerous problems in the public 

and housing utilities of  Kazan. The appearance of uncontrolled garbage dumps, in 

the Kirov and Stalin districts, a scare quantity of yard litter bins, bad order of water 

standpipes and ill-timed clearing of dump pits worsened the sanitary conditions in the 

city. Imposition of fines on housing departments, the attempts of the authorities to 

wipe off the garbage dumps and to ensure street scavenging did not yield the desired 

outcome due to the manpower tightness and scare budgeting [1].  

As sharp as that was the problem of air pollution, for many of the plants did not 

have update gas catching equipment. To improve the city air the authorities were 

projecting to greenbelt the numerous suburban enterprises and traffic thoroughfares 

as well as to increase the quantity of city parks and park lines [3].  However, 

hazardous industry still functioning within the city boundaries subdued the effect of 

the green belt.    

Thus, the development of the industrial city worsened the environment and 

uncovered a number of ecological problems. Herein, environmental abuses had a 

negative impact on the sanitary conditions of the city and on the health of the 



Modern scientific research and their practical application.                                                                       VolJ21203 

10 
Downloaded from SWorld. Terms of Use  http://www.sworld.com.ua/index.php/ru/e-journal/about-journal/terms-of-use 

population. All this called for nature protection measures and remedial actions.  

However efforts taken by the authorities did not prove to have been effective. They 

did not meet the demands of the city, leaving the solution of the greater part of 

ecological problems up to nowadays. In broader terms, the growth of an industrial 

city calls for a thorough environmental diagnosis which must ensure most effective 

strategies for social and economic development with due account for ecological 

effects.  
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Kotlova, L.A 

MOTHER AND CHILD HEALTH STATE AS AN INDEX 

OF UNFAVOURABLE SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN RUSSIA IN 1990-S 

(on a sample of the city of Yelabuga) 

Yelabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University, Russia 

 

The article deals with the health condition of feminine and infantile population 

on a sample of the city of Yelabuga, gives statistics of the main diseases of this group 

of the population, states the reasons of health deterioration and infantile mortality, as 

well as describes the preventive measures undertaken by Yelabuga public health 

service to decrease infantile death-rate. 

Key words: “motherhood”, “childhood”, “infantile mortality”, “innate 

anomaly”, “birth rate index”.   

In 1990-s the activities of Yelabuga Public Health Service were held in the 

conditions of the global crisis in all spheres of life of the Russian society including 
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socio-demographic one represented in birth rate decrease and mortality rate increase. 

Owing to the local doctors’ efforts and timely preventive measures infantile mortality 

as compared to 1992-1993 was reduced to 17 per 1000. Out of the three new-born of 

the rural population two were prematurely-born. The main cause of the high infantile 

mortality was that rural women were not attentive to their health, rejecting in- and 

out-hospital treatment due to both objective and subjective reasons [2, p.21].   

Beginning with 1990-s the number of gynecological disorders and new-born’s 

diseases sharply increased. Infantile health, especially a new-born’s health is in many 

ways predetermined by its mother’s health. The classical chain – maternal health – 

foetus health – new-born’s health – infantile health – juvenile health – maternal 

health as well as the problem of antenatal foetus separation were vital in the period of 

our research and are still vital nowadays. Due to the low moral principles and 

insufficient attention to health disorders, growth in extragenital diseases is observed 

both among pregnant in town and in the Republic of Tatarstan on the whole. In 

Yelabuga the innate anomaly index was 0.6 per 1000 in 1993, 1.3 in 1994, 1.9 in 

1995 and showed an increase up to 2.1 per 1000 in 1996. The number of infantile 

diseases was 7.08 per 1000 in 1993, 17.4 in 1994 and there was a sharp increase up to 

18.9 in 1995 and 36.09 in 1996. 

The dynamics of pregnancy and child-birth complications in Yelabuga in 1990-s 

was alarming. In 1993 this index reached the level of 40.8 and in 1994 it reached 

67.1. 1995 showed decrease in the number of complications to 17.3; 1996 – 27.9 

[3,p.4]. Such a decrease was due to the measures envisaged by the public health 

service program “Maternity and child protection in the Republic of Tatarstan” as well 

as measures of utmost importance of the program “The Future of Tatarstan” which 

made it possible to instill new technologies in treating and diagnosing processes 

providing further development of perinatal services [1, p.3]. 

If in 1996 a decrease in the number of abortion was observed, then in 1997 the 

proportion of abortion increased up to 182 per 1000 child-births [3, p.16.]. The 1998 

analysis of health of the mothers whose children died within the first year of life 

showed that 56.2 % of them underwent abortion, 37.5 % suffered from anemia, 
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47.7% had gynecological disorders, 18.7% had endocrine pathology, 12.5% were 

alcohol addicts, 12.5% were smokers, 18.7 had heart and blood-vessels problems, 

18.7% had kidney diseases. Out of 734 hospital child-births only 228 (31.0%) turned 

out to be normal in 1998 [3, p.3.]. 

In 2000 the birth rate index increased inconsiderably up to 9.6 per 1000 of the 

population. In the Republic as a  whole it was a little less – 9.3, having been at an 

average 8.8 in the previous years. By the end of the decade the rate of natural 

increase of the population had become greater, being 1.0 in town and 9.6 in rural 

areas which was in the first place due to the increase in birth rate index. In 2000 the 

number of children born both in town and rural areas exceeded 1999 by 47[2, pp.11-

12]. Among the reasons of infantile mortality the first place was occupied by 

perinatal diseases, among the new-born – by respiratory distress syndrome. 

The insufficiency of infantile mortality preventive measures can be explained by 

the chronical insufficiency of financing. For instance, one bed for children was 

allotted to the reanimation ward in the Central district hospital and one “Dreger” 

apparatus was purchased. Pregnant women from rural areas were provided free travel 

to public health service establishments of the city of Yelabuga [2, p.12.]. 

To sum up, meeting the demands of 1990-s, the medical staff of Yelabuga were 

persistently searching new effective ways and means of maternity and child 

protection. Yelabuga public health service faced new complicated challenges that 

needed immediate response on condition of consolidated efforts both of hospital staff, 

the city administration and the population on the whole. 
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TATAR MERCHANTS IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19TH AND AT 

THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY: CONFORMATION AND 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY 

Yelabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University, Russia 

 

The article overviews the development of Tatar Muslim merchantry in Kazan 

bringing into the focus their social activity in the second half of the 19th and at the 

beginning of the 20th century.  

Key words: Tatars, merchants, charity. 

One of the biggest and the most influential ethnic-confessional groups of the 

Kazan business community was the Tatar Muslim merchantry, which started its 

development on the high-and-low estate basis.  The rise of the forceful Tatar trade 

class was to a great extend generated by the repressive policy of Russia [3]. The 

legislative pressure on the Tatar landowners in the 17th century resulted in their ruin 

and deprivation of land holdings.  Under the new circumstances the trade activity for 

the Tatar population was one of the few opportunities to make a fortune [2]. Life-

sustaining as it was, the commercial practice also turned into a sphere where the 

Tatars could realize their social activity in the fullest extend.  

The Tartar tradesmen community replenished numbers from the social class of 

civil officers who were given the right to go into commerce [4]. Over the 17th-18th 

centuries the liberties of the Tatar quarters were given repeated supports in the 

decrees of the Senate. 

The privileges of the Tatar settlements in Kazan had not died out until January 

31 when the Senate issued a decree that equaled the rights of all the tradesmen [5].  
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The removal of benefits consolidated the Tatar business community, enlarged its 

social foundations and opened a legal framework for successful business competition.    

The Muslim business activity received a powerful boost for its further 

development after the reforms of Kathrine II eventually including the Tatar 

population into the legal framework of the Russian Empire. The Muslim tradesmen 

and manufacturers got wide opportunities to realize their professional potential. 

 A due credit in consolidating the Tatar merchantry in Kazan goes to the Tatar 

City Hall Assembly – the body of middle class self-administration in New and Old 

Tatar Quarters of Kazan. Emerging after the degree of Katherine II in 1781 this entity 

established the legal status of the Tatar population allowing the Tatars to ascribe 

themselves to new social groups: the merchantry and petty bourgeoisie. The activity 

of the Tatar City Hall Assembly lied in managing facilities of the Tatar quarters of 

Kazan, apparently falling, however, beyond the scope of commercial and property 

issues.    

All this contributed to the conformation of the Muslim commercial elite which 

gained its social standing and public recognition through their successful commerce 

and social activity. Due to certain political factors the guildship for the Tartar 

tradesmen and the manufacturers remained the only opportunity to take an active part 

in the local self-administration and in the work of different societies. It was the only 

opportunity to get the government decorations and recognition awards.   

 Playing the leading role in the Muslim communities the Tatar merchants 

largely determined the directions of their cultural and social development.  In the 

circumstances of limited access to the governmental positions the most active 

representatives of the Tatar business had nothing to choose, but to fulfill their 

ambitions within the bounds of the insular community. It is there where they could 

establish social institutions independent of the state and of the wider public [6].  It is 

in this period that the Tatar merchantry undertake protective power and social 

reformation of the community. All these factors yielded self-sustained Muslim 

benevolent associations which donated their funds for the needs of their  adherents.  
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In due course the Tatar businessmen deepened their involvement into the 

economic and social life of the city. They donated money to charitable uses of the 

city rendering help not only to their adherents, but also to common people of other 

confessions [1]. 

From there, the Tatar merchantry in the period under the review formed a well-

consolidated social group. Muslim tradesmen played a significant role in all the 

spheres of social life of Kazan. And, though the values of their community were their 

first consideration, the contribution of the Tatars to the municipal undertakings was 

becoming more and more impressive.  
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Yelabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University, Russia 

 

Modern history and historiography pay great attention to the role of personality 

in socio-economic, political and cultural life of the state. The researchers reveal the 

ways that allow a better understanding of   past history through its subject and bearer 

– man himself. In this connection it will not be without an interest to investigate  and 

analyze the activities of state officials of an educational institution.  

At the beginning of the 19th century Russian educational area was divided into 

educational districts, the largest of which was Kazan educational district with  the 

educational district warden at the head, being at the same time district plenipotentiary 

of the Ministry of Education. Characterizing the activities of the persons in charge of 

Kazan educational centre it is possible to show the process of the district functioning. 

The position of the educational district warden was a connecting link in the 

system of public education management, binding the Ministry of Education and 

Educational District Centre into a whole unit. On the one hand, head of educational 

district defended the interests of educational establishments of which he was in 

charge at the department of education, and, on the other hand, supervised 

implementation of the governmental policy in public education. The warden fulfilled 

his duties in a certain area, at a definite time and in specific historical conditions. As 

the majority of wardens of Kazan educational district were from other regions of 

Russia, to organize the work proceedings better they had to take into consideration 

socio-economic and socio-political situation as well as cultural traditions in the 

entrusted district. 

 From 1803 to 1917 nineteen people held the position of Kazan Educational 

District Warden in turn. Everyone of them left a particular mark on the district 

activities, but we would like to give an insight into the term of Mikhail Mikhailovich 

Lomikovsky’s wardenship. 

He was to become the last but not the least warden in the history of Kazan 

educational district.  M.M. Lomikovsky was of a noble rank, he graduated from the 

medical department of Kharkov university. Soon after it on the Kharkov educational 
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district warden’s proposition he was allotted an intern to the therapeutic clinic at 

Kharkov university. He began his teaching career in 1878. In 1901 Mikhail 

Lomikovsky was appointed dean of the medical department. Thanks to his abilities in 

management, on the 19th of October 1915 Mikhail Mikhailovich Lomikovsky was 

allotted to occupy the post of Kazan educational district warden [1]. 

The fact that he was appointed for the aforementioned post at the age of 66 

influenced the peculiarities of the district functioning. Mikhail Mikhailovich’s life 

was a sad one, as coming to live in Kazan he had left his family (his wife and 

daughter) in Kharkov. Under the circumstances he regularly submitted applications to 

grant him an out-of-turn leave to meet his family [2]. Judging by Mikhail 

Mikhailovich’s reports, everything was orderly in the district and the classes went on  

in their usual turn at the time of his absence [3]. The assistant  warden S.I. 

Lubomudrov was successful in executing the district warden’s duties, which as it may 

seem gave M.M. Lomikovsky a  frequent chance to be absent from his post. 

Nevertheless these vacations did not solve the main problem and in March 1917 

Mikhail Mikhailovich in his next petition to the minister put forward a proposition to 

transfer him to the post of Kharkov educational district warden. This being rejected 

by the Ministry of Education, he was offered to submit a resignation,  which ensued 

on the 10th of April 1917  [4]. 

In spite of all this M.M. Lomikovsky’s shirt-term wardenship left its mark on 

Kazan educational district. In particular, the Educational district administration held 

control over the war office orders, manufactured at secondary technical and 

vocational schools’ work shops [5]. In summer time the Educational district 

administration formed work teams from student volunteers to render assistance in 

field work to the families, which members were summoned to the war [6]. The 

quality  of educational and upbringing work in national minority educational 

establishments of the Volga region increased, teachers’ training programs for school 

educational staff were provided [7]. Meanwhile at the beginning of 1917 no measures 

undertaken by the administration of Kazan educational district centre could protect 



Modern scientific research and their practical application.                                                                       VolJ21203 

18 
Downloaded from SWorld. Terms of Use  http://www.sworld.com.ua/index.php/ru/e-journal/about-journal/terms-of-use 

the district from revolutionary influence and the ensuing reorganization of the whole 

system. 

To sum up, the analysis of Kazan wardens’ activities makes it possible to state 

that in social work they gave preference to lawfulness, order and peaceful 

constructive labour and while being educational establishment administration they 

proved to be worthy and creative pedagogues. 
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Modernization of the regional industry in days of industrialization: on the 
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There is a necessity to search a paradigm of the country future development in 

modern modernization and diversification and  unresolved internal problems at the 

same time and  inability of the Russian economy successfully to resist to crises. One 

of the existing theoretical models urges to refuse a market economy model applied 

now (based on the priority development of small forms of business), and to transition 
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of the concept realization of the new industrialism which basis should become large 

(monopolistically) manufactures.  

There is an example of similar transformations in the history which is the period 

of Stalin industrialization. Thereupon today there is an interest again to the passed 

processes, and especially to their display on the regional level.  

To the beginning of the industrialization Tatar ASSR industry conceded to 

agriculture considerably. Relative density of a total industrial output  made 37,3 % in 

1927-1928, in 1928-1929 – 39,9 % in total amount of production of the republic 

national economy. [1] Agriculture gave to production for the sum of 165750 thousand 

roubles, the industry – 90400 thousand [2; 3] However, gradually within 1920th there 

was a slow process transformation of republic into region with the developed 

industry. Undoubtedly, the key factors were the application of huge weight of the 

local population translated from village to city, the capital investments and structural 

shifts in a control system of industry branches.  

The beginning of industrialization has caused cardinal shifts in economy of the 

Tatar republic. Within the years of pre-war five-years periods the new branches of 

easy and food-processing industries had been created. It is possible to carry to them 

imitation leather manufacture, the refrigerating and canning industries. [4] The 

number of the republic industrial enterprises  increased: in 1932 their quantity 

equaled 347, in 1937 – already 751. [5]  
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The report features the ideas of state and state power in the Russian Empire  of 

the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century as the elements of political culture and 
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as developing from the common outlooks, stereotypes and political values in the 

midst of townspeople of different social layers.   

Key words: state power, political culture, townspeople, country town, Russian 

Empire of the 19th- the beginning of the 20th century, patriotism, daily life, set of 

mind.  

The state power in the Russian Empire of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th 

century ensured the unity and integrity of the enormous country. For multi-ethnic 

population of Russia the most important in the national idea was the service to the 

country, which aspect overshadowed many of the ethnic values; and one of the 

traditional features of the Russian set of mind was a deep respect for the state power.   

In the period of rapid development of capitalism in Russia pragmatism and 

individualism as well as pursuit of profit and welfare were essential motives for 

business activity of the townspeople. However, this pursuit failed to become a 

cultural norm, until the tradesmen and the manufactures tied it to an elevated idea. 

This idea found its realization in the service to the Tsar and to the country. The 

psychological portrait of a country town citizen was notable for loyalty to monarchial 

system, the  outward signs of which can be found, for instance, within celebratory 

customs. 

Among the holidays that were celebrated in Russia (national, religious, 

professional) the government favoured primarily those ones which supported the 

absolute monarchy. The national holidays, as a rule, uprose from the events that were 

significant for the Romanovs dynasty. A great part of such holidays were birthdays 

and name-days of the royal family members.  

Every country town had a large-scale annual celebrations devoted to the 

crowning of the then Emperor. The official coronation of Nikolas I took place on the 

22 of August 1826. Featuring the celebrations of this holiday in 1851 the newspaper 

Vyatskiye Gubernskiye Vedomosti wrote: «С каким неизъяснимо сладким 

чувством с какой радостью встретили мы этот незабвенный день Коронования 

Августейшего нашего Монарха»  - What uncanny and sweet feelings we were 

having and how genuinely happy we were when we met the unforgettable day of our 
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august monarch’s coronation [1].  One of the celebratory customs was a treat which 

was often beneficial. Thus, the Glasov merchant Morgoli donated a celebratory treat 

(meat and wine) for all the townspeople of lower ranks. Merchants and town officials 

of Kotelnich subscribed money to a charitable dinner for service-disabled veterans 

[2].  

In honour of sacred coronation of Nickolas II in 1896 the town Yelabuga raised 

subscription in order to establish a Tsar-Emperor scholarship for the pupils of the 

town’s trade school.  The subscription totaled 2 000 rubles contributed by 32 

individuals (15 merchants among them). The biggest donation of 500 rubles came 

from the trading house Grigory Stakheyev’s sons. [3]. 

There were also holidays among the national ones that were dedicated to some 

significant events in the history of Russia such as war victories or peaceful treaties. 

However these holidays were not included into the official calendar. They were 

celebrated on the nearest day of high solemnity in an anniversary year.  The only 

exception was the celebration of Russian victory in the Patriotic War of 1812. An 

integral part of national holidays was a military parade. They were staged on the 

“Tsar Days” in honour of the war victories won by the Russian Army, as well as on 

the days of other national holidays. The parades were especially significant in the 

country towns that were quartering military garrisons.  

At the beginning of the 19th century Omsk was quartering one of the biggest 

military garrison in the Siberia with the bodies of military administration.  Due to this 

fact the city often witnessed solemn military ceremonies.  With much exuberance, for 

example, including the display of war trophies did the city celebrate the return of the 

Russian army from the military expedition that triumphantly resulted in accession of 

vast Asian territories to the Russian Empire.  

The succeeding run of the national holidays nearly always stuck to the same 

pattern. The military parade and the divine service were followed by other events; 

each arranged for the townspeople of a certain social status.  The officials and the 

merchants were welcomed to a ceremonial dinner given, as a rule, by the governor or 

by a town’s mayor.   
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The soldiers were gathered for a complimental treat which was usually arranged 

by the town’s authorities. On the one hand, the events of this kind testified for the 

citizens’ care taken of the people, who for many long years bore the burden of 

military service. And on the other hand, treats that included unfailing drinks 

contributed to establishing of holiday spirit among the soldiers.   

The first toast at the ceremonial dinners was raised to the Tsar. In June 1909 

after the solemn consecration of power plant in the town Sarapul the town’s 

merchants were invited to a ceremonial dinner given by the town’s head P.A. 

Bashmenin in his summer residence. «Когда подали шампанское, начались тосты. 

Первый «за Государя» был покрыт громким «Ура!» присутствующих»  - When 

champagne was served the guests started to name cheerful pledges. The first toast “to 

the Tsar” was followed by the deafening “Hurrah!” [4]. 

If a member of a royal family intended to come to a certain town the authorities 

did a lot of work to improve the places which the distinguished guest was going to 

visit and made preparations for a red-carpet treatment.   Throughout the first part of 

the 19th century the merchants of the Urals repeatedly took part in the meetings with 

the crowned heads touring the country, in which case they defrayed all the festivity 

expenses. In May of 1798 Stepan and Afanasy Mashkovtsevs  went to Kazan as the 

members of Vyatka merchantry delegation for the meeting with Paul I. Keeping up 

the Russian tradition they offered to the Emperor and to his sons  bread and salt lay 

on gilded sauces which were made for the occasion and emblazed with the emblems 

of Vyatka governorate towns. The gifts were to symbolize the prosperity of 

merchants and their activity to the benefit of the state [5].  

In 1868 the grand Prince Vladimir Alexandrovich was voyaging the rivers of 

Russia and visited several towns of Vyatka governorate. Among the country towns 

honoured with the Imperial visit was Yelabuga which  started its preparations well in 

advance. The pier was decorated with flags and flowers. The guest was welcomed by 

the governor and the eminent merchants of Yelabuga in a pavilion put up on the bank 

for the occasion.  «Великий путешественник соизволил принять приготовленный 
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для него чай и после сего возвратился на пароход» - The distinguished traveller 

was pleased to have tea, and after that returned to the steamer [6].   

Communications of merchants with the imperial family members strengthened 

their monarchial outlooks.   

Taken as a whole, the Russian model of interrelations between the state and an 

individual was guided by the society not an individual. Most of Russian townsmen 

fancied the model of the contemporary society as a stable pyramid with the common 

people as its foot base, policy and business aristocracy on the upper level and Tsar on 

the top.  It is noteworthy that similar outlooks are still preserved in the minds of many 

citizens of modern Russia.   
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This work is dedicated to the detection of main elements of classical tradition in 

the mentality of Late Antiquity’s Intellectuals. The author is coming to a conclusion 

the basic elements were: mythology, neoplatonism, “imperial idea”. In the capacity 
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of particular forms of translating these backbone elements the rhetorical education, 

poetic tradition and trends of Postclassical Latin were acted. 

Key words: classical tradition, Late Antiquity’s Intellectuals, mentality. 

Due to the conservatism of the tradition and the active transitivity, the Late 

Antiquity in the Latin West is of a great interest to us in the “human dimension”, that 

is, through the alembic of the world-view of those times’ most typical 

representatives. It is evident that forming students’ holistic perception of the Late 

Antiquity picture is impossible without giving an idea of thoughts and feelings that 

the great men of that time conveyed to us by means of their testimony. 

As well as according to other studies (Av. Cameron, P. Brown, G. Bowersock 

and at al.) the peculiarity of the postclassical world is in the cultural continuity of the 

Europe from the Late Antiquity to the early Middle Ages. Meanwhile, as for any 

transition stage, two main qualitative characteristics are tradition and transitivity (of 

historical process and elements of culture under complex interaction of different 

factors). 

Such a dynamic model “continuity-discontinuity” was characteristic feature of 

world-view reflected in the works of “Last Romans”. 

The description “Last of the Romans” [Cobham Brewer E. Last of the Romans // 

Dictionary of Phrase and Fable (1898)] (Ultimus Romanorum) has historically been 

given to any man thought to embody the values of Ancient Roman civilization - 

values which, by implication, became extinct on his death.  

Such a definition is actively developed in the domestic science by V.I. Ukolova. 

She uses it to denote the very representatives of the well-educated elite that already 

belonged chronologically to the Middle Ages, lived in barbarian realms, but 

concerned themselves with the active revision of the antique heritage, adapting it to 

the needs of the medieval civilization (Boethius, Cassiodorus, Isidore Hispalensis and 

other). She means as a rule authors of the 6 AD or later. 

In my study I deal with some personalities of the 4-6 AD representing the 

stratum of aristocrats-intellectuals. They were Christians, nevertheless they were 



Modern scientific research and their practical application.                                                                       VolJ21203 

25 
Downloaded from SWorld. Terms of Use  http://www.sworld.com.ua/index.php/ru/e-journal/about-journal/terms-of-use 

bearers of classical traditions (Ausonius, Paulinus of Nola, Sidonius Apollinaris, 

Dracontius, Fulgentius the Mythographer and other).  

The specific traits of Classical tradition represent the system, which was a 

foundation for the mental formation of Late Roman intellectuals. As a constituents of 

this system can be treat the following elements: 

· Mythology as the core of antique consciousness; 

· Neoplatonism as the interpenetration of antique and Christian ideas forming 

the foundation of the medieval Christian ideology; 

· “Imperial idea”. 

The neoplatonic ideas were the peculiar bridge between the mythological and 

Christian world view. Neoplatonists tried to restore the feeling of unity of man and 

universe. This doctrine was a fusion of mysticism and logic. Its base is a triad: the 

one, the Absolute, the Mind and the Soul. The matter is the amorphous substance; it 

suppresses the spiritual impulse which proceeds from the One through the Mind and 

Soul. The Soul can mount and reunite through the ecstasy with the Absolute (the 

preparation for it is the ascetic life) (Paul. Epist. ad Auson. 40-50; 60-80). 

The paradigm of the absolute immaterial soul was asserted by ancient Greek 

philosopher Plotinus. This teaching influenced upon St. Augustine, his work signified 

a conversion of the antique tradition to the medieval Christian world view. Augustine 

imparted to the interpretation of the soul the specific character. He regarded the soul 

as an implement which ruled the body. He considered a will (but not a mind) as the 

base of the soul. 

Many theological terms of Christian lexicon came from Greek and Hellenistic 

philosophy and religion such as “Logos” (the Logos, the Second Person of the 

Trinity, God the Son) and “Hypostasis”. However, the Church Fathers paid tribute to 

the ancient culture, not ranked it equally with the religion. They sought to find in the 

ancient culture the elements of monotheism and rejected the polytheistic elements. As 

a result philosophy was changed into theology. 
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“Imperial idea” (including the conception of «Aeternitas Romae») as one of the 

most long-lived conceptions existed till XX century and influenced the mankind’s 

history. 

The substance of “Imperial idea”: 

1. Rome is the capital of the World, «genetrix hominum» (Symmachus) because 

it unified people of the World under its authority. 

2. Rome is the cultural centre of the “oikuménē” vs the barbarian world. 

3. Providential mission of Rome is to give peace and justice to peoples and 

tribes conquered by the Empire. 

4. Eschatological idea of «Aeternitas Romae» as the beginning and the ending of 

the history. 

5. The legitimization of the Roman power referring to the antiquity. 

6. The basis of the emperor’s “autocracy” legitimacy is an old pagan idea of the 

Divine governor, sacral Lord. «Lex animata in terris». 

These theses were the most important in the mental formation of Late Roman 

aristocracy. 

Imperial ideology elaborated the categories of prestige and behaviour such as 

customs, insignia, tradition of “friend-or-foe” discrimination, determining the attitude 

to barbarians. In compliance with these categories the Late Roman aristocrats could 

identify themselves as true Romans even in that time, when the Roman Empire died. 

Antique tradition implied the presence of particular forms of translating its 

backbone elements: 

· rhetorical education promoting the formation of single (the same for all) 

for all members of the intellectual elite the Code of Conduct and providing a means 

for transmitting an ancient heritage for future generations; 

· poetic tradition, lexis, trends of the Low (postclassical) Latin enriched 

the cultural constituent of medieval civilization. 

This model was the basis of the mentality of late Roman high society in the 

Latin West, especially for the educated part of the so-called intellectuals. The Roman 
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aristocracy was the main force that kept the classical tradition and the transmitting to 

their successors. 
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