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Abstract: Taking the HD village of Yunnan Province as a case, through the 

investigation on the traditional "bull" activities, in contrast to an entrepreneur in the 

village set up to improve villagers' income level of charitable activities by the villagers 

why cold. The article believes that although these charitable projects increased the 

income of the villagers, but economic income is not the only pursuit of the villagers. After 

the basic living standards are guaranteed, they are more concerned about the social 

status and cultural status of the community in the community to upgrade. This article 

hopes to provide inspiration to the problems encountered in the development of 

contemporary China's poverty alleviation or charity activities. 
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In our country, philanthropy has a long history; "happy in doing good" is the 

traditional virtue of the Chinese nation. In recent years, with the rapid development of 

China's economy, the gap between the rich and the poor continues to expand. At the same 

time, the government has been actively helping the poor, and the civil society is emerging, 

which not only helps to alleviate the social contradictions, but also helps to relieve the 

pressure of the government. Countries attach great importance to this and in 2016 the 

introduction of a charitable act, to encourage the development of private charitable. 

According to statistical data show that entrepreneur’s charity is the most important force 

in China's current civil charity, so it has become the object of attention of the author. 

In the current study, scholars of entrepreneur’s charity basic only stay in the 

charitable donation, some of its development projects set up the basic distinction is 

classified as "enterprise + farmers" business model, did not see the significance of some 



charity projects. This article believes that, with the NGO charity different ways, 

entrepreneurs set up a number of projects designed to help others to develop the project 

even if there is a profit, and should not be excluded from the discussion of entrepreneurial 

philanthropy. However, similar to the government's poverty alleviation projects and 

NGO's charitable projects, the original intention of these charitable projects, though 

commendable, and sometimes it is difficult to obtain the desired effect. This paper takes 

Yunnan Province as a case study of HD village, the village of "bull" in the traditional 

activities as an example, the reason of the plight of the entrepreneur’s charity project. 

HD village is located in Sanjiang and hinterland, located on the mountainside. The 

village has a total of about 50 households, more than 260 villagers, mainly to the Naxi 

nationality. Administration, it is the same as the other 13 natural villages belonging to the 

village of QB, each village for a village group, the village committee management by the 

QB. Chen female entrepreneurs in the HD group were born, after leaving the village, and 

outside the business, to get married. Its mother is the first secondary school students in the 

HD group, the couple have contributed to the village two people. Chen inherited the 

family tradition, entrepreneurial success after their brothers together to help the villagers 

to get rich. They will be the main road into the village cement road, for households to 

install solar water heaters, to provide financial support to the economic distress of the 

villagers, and to help them find jobs. However, Chen gradually found that the lack of 

sustainability of these ways, cannot fundamentally improve the living standards of the 

villagers. So the three of them agreed to set up charitable projects in the village, making a 

production plan for the villagers to provide capital, technology and marketing and other 

aspects of support to them, in the hope of villagers living in the city people to make 

standard".[1] 

In 2009, for the village by changing the industrial structure to improve the villagers' 

income, Chen and her brother, together with the introduction of grape planting project in 

the village, and the establishment of HD farm company". Chen will be positioned as the 

company of all the villagers, to encourage the villagers to participate in the project, shares 

of idle land, participates in dividends. At the same time, she hired a group of several 

"plastic" as an important position in the company.[2] 



Most of these people have a certain status and influence in the group: Company 

general manager Cai social ability outstanding, highly respected villagers; company 

secretary and deputy general manager of the end that is one QB third village branch 

secretary; the company's warehouse administrator HD group is the former head of the day. 

Through this kind of personnel arrangements, Chen hand hope the village elite assisted 

her in project construction in the village, on the other hand, hoping to better communicate 

with the villagers, so that they believe the company to represent their interests. She not 

only for the villagers to provide grape seedlings, training related cultivation skills, to build 

sales channels, the villagers also encountered difficulties in funding subsidies for 

production tools and fertilizers. 2011 grape harvest, the average annual income from the 

land to get 10 thousand Yuan, far higher than the 3 thousand Yuan in 2009. At the same 

time, other groups of villagers due to HD company and increase the income of farm 

workers. Therefore, after the establishment of the project, the income level of QB village 

villagers generally improved. 

In Chen's view, this is just a beginning; she has a higher expectation of the future of 

the project and the future of the village. She not only belongs to the village plans to set up 

a winery in the village, but also continue to add honey breeding, cultivation, cultivation of 

nursery pig project. Chen said sales have been good for these projects; the villagers only 

need to input some basic funds and labor to Republican gains. But to her unexpected is, 

about 90% villagers did not actively participate in the new project; the project is also 

increasingly indifferent to the grape, accidentally put more effort. They even do not want 

to continue to engage in planting and management activities, and their rent to the 

company, only to collect rent. In fact, the villagers planting and management of the grape 

is higher than the income of rental income, but most of the villagers still choose to rent 

land. Chen believes that the villagers of this choice not only to their own loss of an 

excellent channel to increase revenue, but also to her I also bring a lot of burden. Because 

the villagers are reluctant to invest in the development of idle funds, she must often inject 

funds to maintain the operation of the project. Chen has said: "the establishment of these 

projects is to hope that we can become rich together, rather than together."[3] 

At the same time, the enthusiasm of the villagers to participate in the traditional bull 

fighting activity is growing, especially keen to bet on cattle. In the concept of Chen, 



although the traditional activities of the village, there is a certain sense, but gambling 

behavior is regressive, stupid and irrational. Her understanding of the gambling cattle 

reflected in a story of her in the village: a family with two brothers, two people who do 

not work all day thinking about gambling cattle, even home only a pair of pants, but also 

who is wearing who gamble. There is no doubt that the story exaggerated ingredients, but 

it fully reflects the opposition of the opposition to gambling. She said to the author: "this 

kind of atmosphere is too bad, they want to be rich overnight, do not want to pay hard. 

This can only be a bet on the home, how to help them all useless!"[4]Although Chen is 

very dissatisfied with the activities of gambling and trying to stop, but the scale of the HD 

village of bull fighting is increasingly grand. 

As a favorite of the villagers, the village has a long history in the village of QB. 

According to village elders about the post, the villagers always live on the farm land, 

completely dependent on cattle, so the cattle extremely seriously, almost every cattle. The 

end of the busy year, villagers celebrates the harvest, will put out a test of cows, in order 

to entertainment. The early stage of the competition is small, generally limited to the 

village (now the village group) within. The cattle with the draw, the 221 group winners 

then draw to continue the game, until eventually decide the championship. Game to the 

main entertainment, no material reward, but for the winner is a great honor. After the 

game, the winner will be at home in a banquet in the group everyone; everyone will bring 

small gifts congratulations. Although the dinner to spend a certain amount of money, but 

for the winner, please go to the guests the more the more face, the feast of the coming year 

to close the better the better. Entrepreneur’s project charity project into the village behind, 

the whole village QB economic level to improve, the villagers also began to use some of 

the funds in the balance of the funds in the event of an occasional bet. 

The author came to the HD group in October 2014, coincides with the QB village of 

the annual harvest festival. "Bull fighting" is important recreational activities in the 

festival, gambling cattle have gradually become part of the activity. The bet on the cattle 

are divided into two types of OTC and field. Off the form of freedom, fast procedures, 

only two people reached a verbal agreement can be reached, the odds also agreed. This 

way without the organization side of the fighting, but the security of payment is relatively 

poor, only suitable for small, small amount of gambling activities. In recent years to 



occupy the mainstream is the floor form, that is, the venue bet. Gambling by the race 

organizers responsible for the collection, inspection and supervision, after the 

confirmation before the beginning of the game. Anyone can bet, bet on the amount from 

100 Yuan, there is no limit to the principle. Gambling cattle do not set the banker, without 

exception, the odds are set to 1:1. Therefore, the two sides of the cattle must be equal to 

the amount of money to start a war, or gambling income cannot be distributed. This way 

can prevent the cows and the disparity between the strength of the game out of sight; also 

can avoid the superior strength of the cattle monopoly game. In the total amount of the bet, 

the organizers selected 7% to pay the winning entry, 3% as a venue fee, if a person to 

charge 100 Yuan and his cattle win [5], then he finally got the principal and gambling 

income of 180 Yuan. Usually, it takes an hour or more to play a game, and the game takes 

only a few minutes or ten minutes. After the game, the winner of the race to find the 

organizers of the organizers to receive the principal and gambling income. After the 

completion of the liquidation of a game, will be carried out the next one. 

November 7, 2014, HD group of harvest festival kicked off the campaign. More than 

7 o'clock in the morning, people have gathered at the side of the field for the start of the 

race. Many people from the town and county came to participate in activities, including 

both contestants have come to watch and bet the people. From the end of a game, HD 

group host and the referee, every game to corner the cows to start together, to leave the 

venue for the end of a cow. A burst of firecrackers after the end of a bull announced the 

start of the official activities. The same day a total of eight games. At a little more than a 

little, the game to the fourth, but also the largest number of participants, the biggest bet, 

the scene of the most exciting. The two sides than the bucket is a small black and a head 

of cattle, they are little known, which belongs to the HD group's former head of black 

cattle from other day, county town village. The competition is fierce, and the black victory 

ended. The end of gambling cattle excitedly went to the central site, announced loudly: 

"black cattle to top out! Black wins! Black wins!" At this point, the crowd's mood reached 

a climax, shouting and cheering continued. More than 6 in the evening, the sun gradually 

down the mountain, the crowd gradually dispersed, the ring is also close to the end of the 

game. 



In the local, the "bull" is popular with the traditional activities of the villagers, but in 

the entrepreneur seems to have a very bad impact on the village, which has an important 

reason behind. As mentioned before, the HD group belongs to the QB village, there is no 

fixed autonomous organization within the group, so the planning and organization of 

gambling activities for the village elite provides an important way to maintain and 

strengthen its leadership position. Before harvest, the group of elite in the group leader to 

discuss arrangements for the festival, which is the most important content of cattle. A total 

of 11 people attended the meeting, both men, 7 of them in the farm company. They have 

the name of the other group and the village outside the village of QB, because the 

government does not allow the government to participate in the principle, so the 

information is strictly confidential, only a few elite know. When there are more 

participants, the village elite has the final decision. On the issue of gambling activities 

held on the village, the village elite and Chen's position is different. Although the two 

sides rarely clash, but secretly wrestling is not difficult to detect. The opposition and 

intervention of Chen, the village elite usually took a passive, prevarication perfunctory 

strategy. In Bourdieu's definition of social space, the individual is affected by economic 

capital and social capital, but also through the fight and use of this capital to enhance their 

social status. [6] 

Bull ring activity seems to be just a recreational activity, but if it is placed in the 

village "field" in the examination, you can see the power relationship behind it is quite 

complex. On the surface, Chen will absorb some of the village elite to the farm company 

as an important position, is the consolidation of their elite status. But in the company 

system, the relationship between Chen and the elite of the village to a certain extent, to a 

certain extent, the challenge and shake the original status of the village elite. Therefore, 

there is inevitably wrestling between Chen and the village elite. Gambling activities as the 

most important cattle village public activities has become an important space of village 

elites and Chen struggle and conciliation. 

In addition, cattle gambling activities, not only reflects the game of power, to provide 

a space for power through cultural network operation; it also maintains and strengthens 

the collective identity, construct the HD group and other group relationship. Although the 



ring has experienced great changes, but the villagers understand it to a large extent is still 

rooted in the village of the original ethical relations and cultural order. 

As previously mentioned, in the past, the basic activities of the group within the ring, 

and now the scope has been greatly expanded. Although there are a small number of 

participants in the village, but the vast majority is from the QB village group, which 

makes the village community has been strengthened. QB village 14 groups of villagers 

have always been closely related to frequent. The expansion of the scope of the 

participants in the ring of the ring of competition has further strengthened the links 

between the groups. Each group will receive an invitation to participate in a competition. 

If a group is not invited to participate in a number of times, then it may be excluded from 

the invitation list. This means that the group has been excluded from the village 

community. Therefore, each group will try to avoid this situation, to ensure that at least 

one cow in each campaign. At the same time, although they did not fully qualified in the 

village of QB range, but organizers are often preferred village contestants. Malinowski 

described the Kula tribe in the network between the "Argonauts of the Western Pacific" in 

a book that collar and bracelet Kula transfer in surface is the flow of wealth, but they are 

not regarded as money or currency, its most important significance lies in the symbols 

behind the value and social significance. Social relations are confirmed and strengthened 

in the process of giving and receiving them. [7] 

Although there is no exchange of goods in the ring, but each group took turns to be a 

kind of invisible exchange process, close the network relationship between the groups, 

strengthen the consciousness and structure of the village community. The villagers from 

all groups to participate in the public life of the bull, no doubt will enhance mutual 

recognition. Although participants may be motivated to profit from the competition, the 

organizers also can gain economic benefits for many cattle, but the social significance of 

each other's invitation is clearly far beyond its economic significance. 

Through in-depth observation and analysis of the HD village gambling activities, we 

can look back on the attitude of the villagers for the entrepreneurial charity project, and 

then thinking about the characteristics of the economic behavior of farmers. The 

development project established by entrepreneurs provides a reliable channel for the 

villagers, and it is proved to be an effective way to improve the economic level of the 



village. However, the villagers generally do not want to actively participate in the project, 

but keen to hold gambling games and participate in gambling activities. In order to 

understand the economic behavior of the villagers, we must study the social structure and 

cultural ecology of the village. On the surface, there is no association between the 

villagers of the project and the enthusiasm of gambling, but the logic behind it is 

consistent. There is speculation that the entrepreneur, look for something, steep rich 

overnight. But in fact, due to the rules of the game of gambling is very special, through 

the rapid changes in the family economic level of cattle in the village is very few, this is 

not the real reason for the villagers keen on gambling. The traditional bullfight activities 

not only help to consolidate the village community and villager’s collective identity to 

maintain, and can bring certain economic income and honor to host the village, so popular, 

the scale of malpractice. The village elite maintain the power structure and status of the 

village by organizing the activities of the cattle, and the general villagers can also increase 

the feeling and the identity of the village. Entrepreneurs with the modern economic 

rationality of the implementation of charitable projects at the same time, the village elite 

and the entire male population of the status of the group caused a shock, and thus threaten 

the internal structure of the village community. Therefore, the villagers are more willing 

to give up the opportunity to increase revenue to a certain extent, rather than with the 

entrepreneurs to deepen and expand the project effort. Entrepreneurs fail to realize this, 

the cause of their philanthropy into a dilemma. Therefore, this article believes that, 

whether in the government's poverty alleviation process or in the process of civil society 

should not only understand the economic point of view of charity. In this paper, it is 

revealed that when the income of the villagers can meet the needs of life, their behavior is 

more affected by local culture rather than the economic rationality of the shape of plastic. 

Therefore, in the establishment of poverty alleviation or charitable projects, not only 

should consider how to increase the income of the villagers, but also should consider the 

social and cultural significance of the project. In this paper, we can provide a new 

perspective and dimension to understand the plight of some charitable activities. 
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