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Introduction 

It is believed that uniforms and military distinctions in the armed forces 

discipline the personnel, significantly increase its morale and fighting spirit, enhance 

national consciousness, ensure the continuity of generations, give civilian and dignity 

of the warrior. The military of the Western Ukrainian People's Republic (WUPR), 

which was formed in the face of difficult conditions, during the active fighting in 

November 1918 was not an exception. The formation of a capable Ukrainian Galician 

Army (UGA) was closely linked not only to the organization of its combat units, 

quartermaster services, but also to the information system for providing troops. 

Against the background of a deep study of the important aspects of the WUPR armed 

forces construction, the problem of UGA information support during the Ukrainian-

Polish confrontation should also be considered from the point of view of the analysis 

of the soldiers unity and legal documents that regulated the status of the UGA 

military form. 

The purpose of the study is to create an image of soldiers of the Ukrainian 

Galician Army. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to perform the following tasks: to 

analyze the historiographical and source base; identify the main elements of the 

analysis of the appearance of UGA soldiers; to analyze the main breastplates and 

orders of WUPR troops; to create an image of WUPR soldiers in the historiographic 

section.  

Analysis of historiographical sources reveals some gaps in the study of this 

problem. Among the researchers who partially analyzed the uniaxial UGA, we should 

mention M. Lytvyn, L. Shankovsky, V. Futuluychuk, I. Tomiuk, and I. Khoma. 

However, information about uniforms in the works of these scholars mentioned 



surface in the analysis of the military-political situation of the time. For full image 

creation exterior fighter Ukrainian Galician Army should analyze the memories of 

combatants Ukrainian-Polish war of 1918-1919. (I. Bobersky, L. Leinberg, M. 

Omelyanovich-Pavlenko, L. Tsegelsky and others), the press of that time (state press, 

corporative newspapers, civil periodicals), the legal framework of the State 

Secretariat of the Military Affairs of WUPR and archival sources (funds of the 

Central State Archives of Higher Authorities and Government of Ukraine, Central 

State Historical Archives of Ukraine in Lviv, state archives of Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk 

and Ternopil regions). Particular attention should be studies of Chmyr, which today 

fully revealed the issue uniform and insignia of the armed forces WUPR [12]. 

To analyze the military unity of the WUPR armed forces it is necessary to 

determine the basic elements of the appearance of the UGA soldiers. These are: hats 

(and / or caps signs), outerwear, shoes, and insignia. 

1. Overview of the Headdress. 

November 1, 1918 entered the Ukrainian history as the November Action. The 

capture of power in Lviv was attended by army members of the Austro-Hungarian 

units, which were staffed by most Ukrainians and were reserves. Accordingly, the 

form of these soldiers was Austrian. To distinguish between "theirs" and "strangers" 

Ukrainian shooters and sergeants used blue and yellow ribbons on hats. Only the 

regiment of Ukrainian Sich Riflemen dressed in "Mazepin" was different from all of 

them. [2]. I. Boberskyi mentions that the soldiers wore blue and yellow Cockades or 

award "Cathedral Ukraine" [1]. This distinction was imposed on blue and yellow 

cockades.  

However, at the initiative of the Polish state, which regarded Lviv as its 

potential territorial unit, Lviv became an arena of armed confrontation. As a result of 

the Polish attack, the former soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army created semi-

partisan detachments and in combat conditions blue-yellow ribbons and cockades 

managed their functions. Therefore, on the military front started using white cloth 

that wrapped the cap [8]. According to M. Chmir, such white ties were not intended 

for permanent wear, but performed a purely distinctive function [12].  



Hats should be considered as part of the headdress. The primary such signs 

were the Astro-Hungarian "rosettes" – a brass disc with the slit emperor initials. 

Subsequently, the subordinates and ordinary officers covered the rosette with a blue-

yellow ribbon, or used a button. The officers were not allowed to replace the 

embroidered rosette with a ribbon button. Some military units of the Galician Army 

had their own hat’s signs of distinction: the soldiers of the first regiment of the 

Ukrainian Sich Riflemen wore a black triangle under the Trident at “Mazepin”. 

As a result of a detailed description of military unity by I. Bobersky, it can be 

argued that the cap was used as a headdress, consisting of a cap (head), a decorative 

lapel (“a lining”), a visor (“a board”"), a hat’s signs of distinction (“insignia”") and a 

button to fasten the lapel. The bottom of the cap was flat, and the cap itself consisted 

of eight wedges. The lapel was sewn to the cap, which was fastened to the button. 

The edges of the cap were trimmed with a cloth of a kind of weapon. The cap’s sign 

was in the form of a mug of silver (for ordinary and sub-commanders) and gold (for 

elders) [1]. 

2. Analysis of Outerwear 

The lack of military clothing was a major problem. Although this important 

problem did not affect all units. For example, hundreds of Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, 

who returned from Russian captivity was dressed "from head to toe" in a new 

uniform. 

At the end of January 1919, the referent of the Department of State Secretariat 

of the Military Affairs began work on the image of a military unilateral soldier of the 

Galician Army. While the work continued, the Ukrainian People's Republic took up 

the issue of the uniform of the army, which dressed the military in a Russian uniform, 

obliging only to use the mark of distinction "UR" – the initials of the Ukrainian 

republic [12]. The shooters received cotton pants, overcoat (Russian cloak) and a 

sweatshirt and cap. So, along with the Austrian uniform, the army also wore Russian 

uniforms, which led to the excessive diversity of the military form of the Galician 

Army.  



The order of the State Secretariat of Military Affairs of April 22, 1919 

introduced a uniform form for the Ukrainian army (“green-earthy color”), honors for 

the nature of the troops, officers' honors, etc. According to this decree it was 

established that the unicorn model was the form of the Austrian army. This order 

made it clear that the full dress uniform was to be short with a stand-up collar, with a 

toothed buttonhole on the color of the weapon. The infantrymen wore boots, the 

riders and gunners walked in boots. The cloak was an Austrian cut, short with collar 

loops and seniority honors on the sleeve. The hat was rounded, with a soft day and a 

solid outline of the color of the weapon, above the visor of the path – the shooters and 

under-green, the elders – gold. In the winter, archers and sergeants, for the most part, 

wore “mazepins”.  

During the uniform constantly improved, some changes were made on his lapel 

color, number of stripes on the merits, rank [6]  

By the resolution of the State Secretariat of Military Affairs uniform was 

introduced and Field Chaplain UGA:”a spiritual knuckle, during the war made of 

cloth of field paint, in time of peace made of black cloth, hat, trousers and cloak, as in 

elders” [3]. 

Summarizing the analyzed sources, the following description of the military 

outerwear of Ukrainian Galician Army can be given: the blues, that is, the field 

uniform, was single-breasted, which was fastened to buttons and had four pockets 

(upper – overhead, lower – slotted). On the shoulder blues army sewed shoulder 

straps, the lower ends of which hung on the sleeves, and the upper – fastened on the 

button. It was convenient when replacing the chase after receiving a new military 

rank. Ordinary and sub-commanders armed with rifles wore a cloth roller on their 

right shoulder. Elders had shoulder straps with rounded ends. The trousers could be 

short, knee-length or long. They were sewn from black cloth. Kant on the pants 

corresponded to the type of weapon. The cloak, which was fastened by six buttons, 

was worn over the jacket during the cold season. The collar of the cloak had a 

lanyard, which also fastened on the button to lock it in a raised state. Shoulder straps 

were also fastened by the same method as the jacket [12]. 



3. Characteristics of Distinguishing signs and awards. 

The issue of the distinguishing signs was resolved by local military authorities.  

The most popular distinguishing sign was the state emblem: first it was the 

WUPR emblem. After the act of union January 22, 1919 as a mark of distinction used 

the emblem of Ukrainian People's Republic.  

M. Chmir notes that the manufacture of sleeve signs, which were installed on 

March 30, 1819, proved to be problematic [12]. 

The petal elders were hemmed in with a wide gold lace, the mace elders had 

the same petals on the gold lining. Honors military ranks were sewn on the sleeves, 

the cloth lining colors kind of weapon: the sub-commanders had silver ribbons 6 mm 

wide and 12 mm long, the senior archers had one ribbon, the foreman had two 

ribbons, the foreman had three ribbons, the senior corporal had a silver ribbon 14 mm 

wide, and the bullet had one ribbon 14 mm and the other and below it 6 mm wide. 

The junior officers had on their sleeves a gold wicker ribbon 6 mm long with a socket 

at the end: a cetar – one ribbon, a lieutenant – two ribbon, a centurion – three such 

golden wattles. ssub-commanders, from the messenger and above, wore yellow-blue 

on the bayonets, elders – gold – blue pendants [5]. 

An important factor in educating servicemen is the rewards - encouragement 

for military service in combat of moral and material nature, as well as for a 

reasonable initiative of conscience and diligence in peacetime. That is why the 

military-political leadership of WUPR introduced a reward system of the Galician 

state.  

The first distinctions – "honors for fighters and wounded", established March 

30, 1819, distinguished the shooters and officers who participated in the fighting. 

On November 5, 1918, after the Ukrainian units were overrun by the 

authorities in Lviv, the Ukrainian National Council introduced a distinction “For 

embracing Lviv into the power of the Ukrainian State”. The document emphasized: 

“To perpetuate your historic feat, we Ukrainian National Council, hereby establish 

for each of you a military distinction” [11]. After prolonged and bloody fighting on 

November 21, 1918, Ukrainian troops left the city. Ukrainian command decided to 



celebrate the courage and the status of the city Riflers Order “City defense”" as 

WUPR highest award for military and civilians [6]. The project itself was designed 

by Colonel M. Martynovych and Rifle Painter, Lieutenant of Ukrainian Sich 

Riflemen I. Ivanets in November 1918. The Order had three classes: the First– the 

Grand Cross, for senior command, the Second – the Commander's Cross, for 

commanders of military units and units, and the Third - the Knight's Cross for the 

military and civilians [9].  

By decreethe order of December 15, 1918, the officers, sub-commanders, and 

archers of the UGA were promoted to the rank of one degree, compared to what they 

had in the Austro-Hungarian army. 

In spring 1919 the state government has decided to celebrate the courage and 

personal courage of the Ukrainian army, the people of Galicia during fierce fighting 

with Polish invaders. In order to commemorate the Independence Fighters on April 

30, 1919, orders were issued to establish the insignia: Trident with a wreath, Trident 

Medal, Weapon Trident and the Cross of ParticipationAccording to this document, 

the Trident was awarded the crown of persons as petty, and for sub-structure “for 

courage spryt zeal and endurance in battle” [4The award itself was designed in four 

stages, and the sign of the same degree could be given repeatedly. Assumed and 

financial incentives (awarded Trident and degree received 2000 hryvnias, II – 1000 

hryvnias, III – 200 hryvnias, IV – 100 hryvnias). A posthumous reward was also 

provided. At the same time, the order established a rather complicated procedure for 

presenting awards. Information on the accomplishment of the feat should be carefully 

checked. 

Trident medal or medal for the work was provided as the military, and civilians 

“for the true fulfillment of duties”. There was no material incentive for this award. 

Weapon Trident, established by the Ukrainian National Council, was to be awarded 

for personal courage in combat, which increased the morale of comrades in arms. All 

members of the armed struggle, which began on November 1, 1918, were to receive 

the Cross of Participation. At the same time, rewards for field priests were developed: 



the Cross of Two Degrees - Gold and Silver. And for front chaplains crossed crosses 

are placed on the ribbon for wearing crosses [6]. 

All honorees were going to be presented with special certificates of honor and 

a corresponding certificate on the right to wear them. According to the order of the 

State Secretariat of Military Affairs was introduced a procedure for awarding, to 

present candidate for the award should have their immediate commanders. Award 

rights were given to commemorate shooters and sub-commanders of the brigade 

commanders with the participation of three front commanders associated with the 

joint service presented for the award. The right to award medals was granted to direct 

commanders - from the centurion and above [7]. 

In order to enhance the validity of the awards as an important incentive to fight 

for the independence of the state, the individual order of the State Secretariat of 

Military Affairs on April 30, 1919 for personal bravery in combat introduces 

“Military distinction” – blue and yellow arrow – stripes on the left sleeve of his 

uniform. It was awarded to combatants from a shooter to a smoking commander, 

provided they had been on the front for 12 weeks and if they had participated in the 

battle at least once. The aviators were to receive the Military Distinction for 10 

combat missions. At the same time as the introduction of the insignia, the government 

of the country has adopted an order on the provision of landed and wounded soldiers 

of the land allotments [10]. 

Conclusions 

The unicorn army of the Galician army impressed with its perfection and careful 

elaboration of the smallest details. It was one-of-a-kind for all weapons and consisted 

of a cap, a “Mazepin”, a field uniform, trousers and a cloak. It is worth noting that the 

Galician Army had a well thought out system of designations of state affiliation, type 

of weapon and specialty (color of buttonholes, wristbands, edges), category 

(buttonhole) and degree of soldier (number of elastic bands on sleeves), and in some 

cases even a part to which the soldier belongs (Button with button number. The 

colors of the insignia, including the cap insignia, were different for the elders and 

sub-elders and ordinary. 
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